
POLY Programming Team Winter ExComm 
Discussion

Danniebelle Haase, Rob Mathers, Levi Moore, Sara Orski,
Kathy Mitchem (POLY Business Liaison), 

and Allan Guymon (2022 ExComm. Liaison)



Overview
• 2022 Review

– Adapting to hybrid format: ACS’s “new normal”
– Review of 2022 POLY at ACS National Meetings – San Diego & 

Chicago
• Upcoming National Meetings

– Program plans and specific needs (& leads)
• Spring 2023 – Danniebelle Haase
• Fall 2023 – Sara Orski
• Spring 2024 – Levi Moore

• Future of POLY Programming
– Team composition
– DEIR initiative
– Program Committee Workshop



2022 Fall Review and Report Summary
Overview of Fall POLY meeting presentations in Chicago

• Oral presentations
• 247 in-person
• 129 hybrid
• 33 virtual

• Poster presentations
• 114 in-person
• 14 virtual

• Brief comparison of POLY and ACS presentations

Year Total POLY Total ACS % POLY
Fall 2022 537 9120 6
Fall 2021 240 6139 4
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Key Findings from Chicago: 
Organizer Feedback

Continuous Improvement for Successful Programming in the Following Areas:
• Advocating for better locations in convention centers/hotels
• Overall communication good with programming team 
• Challenges in A/V logistics – interest in organizers getting technical logistics ahead of time to anticipate 

corporate software permissions (Zoom versus other software)  



Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science Michael Minkler, Ashleigh Dahlstrom, Wenjun 
Wu

General Topics: The Intersection of Inorganic and Polymer Chemistry Li, Horkay
General Topics: New Concepts in Polymer Chemistry Li, Horkay

General Topics: Crosslinked and Linear Polymers Li, Horkay
General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers Li, Horkay

Undergraduate Research in Polymer Science Sarah Morgan, Sergei Nazarenko, Heather 
Broadhead

Carl S Marvel Award for Creative Polymer Chemistry Thomas Epps III

Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research Christine Coltrain, Jeffrey Self,
Chris Ellison, Timothy Long

POLY/PMSE Plenary Speaker Haase, Orski, Mathers, Moore

Large Polymers the Size of Small Polymers Julia Pribyl Ham, Matt Golder, Yutan Getzler, AJ 
Boydston

Crossroads of Polymer, Composite, and Sustainable Energy Wei Gao, Jingbo Liu, Yunlong Zhang, Marinda 
Wu

Advances in Biomass-based Biodegradable Polymers Hoyong Chung 
Challenges and Opportunities in Semiconducting Polymers Jianguo Mei

Polymers at the Interface of Biology Tim Deming, Jessica R Kramer, Harm Anton, 
Colin Bonduelle

Imaging Biopolymers and Biological Assemblies in Living Systems Yan Yu, Jiajie Diao
Polymers at the Crossroads: Molecular Circularity by Design Eric Cochran, Dhananjay Dileep, Erik Hagberg
Polymer Dynamics across Multiple Length and Time Scales Lisa Hall, Joshua Sangoro

Polymer Science of Everyday Things Danniebelle Haase
Virtual Graduate Students Symposium in Asia-Pacific region on Polymer Chemistry Chunxiao Zheng, Dahui Qu, Yanli Feng, Jia Tang

Indianapolis – Spring 2023

Meeting Theme: Crossroads of Chemistry



Indianapolis – Spring 2023
Meeting Theme: Crossroads of Chemistry



Symposium Title Symposium Organizers
Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science Michael Petr, Sean Ramirez, Shruti Venkatram

Simulation and data science approaches to design biologically relevant polymers and their 
applications Logan D.C. Bishop, Corinne Lipscomb

Big Data in Polymer Chemistry Abigail Knight, Adam Gormley, Debra Audus, Brad Olsen, Ardiana Osmani, Kaoru 
Aou

Circular Economy of Polymers Dimitris Collias, Martin James,  Yujing Tan, Kat Knauer

Chemical Recycling and Upcycling of Polymers Tomonori Saito, Brent Sumerlin, Brett Helms, Mark Dadmun, Brian Long, 

Polymers for Defense Applications Alice Savage, Peter Zarras, Timothy Pruyn, Dawanne Poree, Alexander 
Lonnecker

Biorelated Polymers (in honor and memory of Dr. Ray Ottenbrite) Carmen Scholz, Joerg Kressler, Kathryn Uhrich, Stefanie Sydlik
Polymer Mechanochemistry Harm-Anton Klok, Robert Göstl, Jeff Moore, Andreas Herrmann, 

Natural Polymers - A Back to the Future Approach to Deal with Plastics Issues Wei Gao, Jun Wang
6th CME NASA Symposium: Advancing Materials for Space Exploration George Rodriguez, Ksenia Takhistov

General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers  Ferenc Horkay,  Yongfu Li 
General Topics: New concepts in polymer characterization Ferenc Horkay,  Yongfu Li 

General Topics: Ultrahigh molecular weight and network polymers Ferenc Horkay,  Yongfu Li 
The Herman Mark Award Alan Hopkins

ACS Macro Letters/Biomacromolecules/Macromolecules Young Investigator Award Paulomi Majumder, Sebastien Lecommandoux,  Marc Hillmyer, Stuart Rowan  
Overberger International Prize Jinsang Kim  

Young Industrial Polymer Scientists Award (YIPS) in Honor of Hayley Brown Leslie O’Leary

ACS Award in Pure Chemistry in Honor of Julia Kalow AJ Boydston, Ellen Sletten 
Henkel Outstanding Graduate Research Award Jessica Kramer, Charles Paul
POLY/ PMSE Award and Plenary – HN Cheng Sara Orski, Danniebelle Hasse, Levi Moore, Kathy Mitchem, Rob Mathers

Virtual Graduate Student Symposia in Asia-Pacific Region on Polymer Chemistry Yanli Feng, Shiyong Liu,  Jia Tang, Chunxiao Zheng, 

Meeting Theme: Harnessing the Power of Data

San Francisco – Fall 2023

Coordinating with PMSE and BIOT at this meeting – requested co-location of technical symposia



Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science IAB representatives
General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers Li, Horkay

Polymer binders in highly filled systems Levi Moore and more
Structure to Function in Supramolecular Polymers and Materials John Matson

Nonlinear chemical phenomena in polymeric systems John Pojman
Microgels and Nanogels: Fundamentals and Applications Todd Hoare

Advances in Ring-Opening Polymerizations/Ring-Closing Depolymerizations, Justin Kennemur
S. Louisiana  Industrial Symposium (tentative) April Fogel

Paul Flory Polymer Education TBD
Excellence in Polymer Graduate Research Symposium TBD

Undergraduate Research in Polymer Science TBD

New Orleans – Spring 2024

We are currently recruiting organizers and symposium proposals for 
Spring 2024!

Programming Meeting, Tuesday 12 pm at Indy meeting
Theme: The Many Flavors of Chemistry



Date (Location) Rob Mathers
Penn State

Sara Orski
NIST

Levi Moore
AFRL

Danniebelle 
Haase
Dow

New Program Chair

Spring 2022 (San Diego) SUPPORT SUPPORT,  
Chair

LEAD SHADOW

Fall 2022(Chicago) LEAD SUPPORT,
Chair

SUPPORT SUPPORT

Spring 2023 (Indianapolis) SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT LEAD SHADOW

Fall 2023 (San Francisco) SUPPORT LEAD SUPPORT SUPPORT SHADOW

Spring 2024 (New Orleans) LEAD SUPPORT SUPPORT & GT Co-
Organizer (?)

POLY Program 
Chairs Rotation 

Schedule (current)



New Initiatives

• Knowledge continuity in business office/ program chair liaison 
(Thanks Kathy!) & with Excomm (2023, Dawanee Poree) 
Programming event to thank current organizers, reporting out on 
Programming, and recruiting new organizers
– Recognition paths
– Reporting paths
– Recruitment paths

• Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Respect (DEIR) in Programming
• Programming Workshop of Best Practices in Discussion



Concepts to Support Diversity in Organizers/Presenters in POLY

Programming Team Would like to Continue DEIR Efforts in 2023 by:
Conducting a dual approach – member survey and listening sessions– understand perspective 
and needs of our membership, build rapport with member stakeholders, summarize key 
learnings and concerns for POLY leadership

Recruit volunteers among POLY leadership AND membership (through targeted invitation 
letters) such as
• Colleagues who have expressed interest in helping
• Spring 2021 Symposium Honorees “Celebrating Underrepresented Groups in Polymer 

Science”
• Student Chapters

Summarize Key Learnings & Share with 
• add and support successful diversity efforts in the division
• determine best course of action to expand POLY efforts that will foster scientific and 

member engagement
• foster additional membership within POLY



Concepts to Support Diversity & Inclusion in 
Organizers/Presenters in POLY

ASK – Volunteers for working group on programming DEIR

Why? 
• SMART Goals
• Support from POLY leadership
• Emotional Intelligence to accept information about people and their experiences: Trusted 

Colleagues AND Energetic Volunteers

Dual Approach:
Survey to be sent to all membership (quantitative – starting point)

Need significant % responses to be useful

Listening sessions  - virtual, but also find structure at meetings (in person)
Qualitative data – stories and experiences, show impacts of programming efforts
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