
POLY Programming Happy Hour

Spring 2022 Meeting



Overview
• General Programming Updates-Sara (Programming 

Committee Chair)

• Reporting- Sara (Fall 2021)

• Recognition- Levi (Spring 2022) 

• Recruitment- Rob (Fall 2022) and Danniebelle (Spring 2023)

• Special thanks to Kathy & Hayley!



POLY Programming
• Timeline for symposia planning

– Typically planning 1 to 1.5 years in advance
– Chicago meeting abstracts open 
– Soliciting proposals for Indianapolis 

• https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/
• Indy theme is “Sustainability in a Changing World”

• Deadlines have been shifting, so check the live ACS website

• Model is coach (Programing Chair) and players (Symposium Organizers) working 
together

• Coach’s job is to help you with ACS broadly- come ask us for help directly!

– Next meetings: Chicago Fall 2022, Indianapolis Spring 2023, San 
Francisco Fall 2023

https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/


Date (Location) Rob Mathers
Penn State

Sara Orski
NIST

Levi Moore
AFRL

Danniebelle 
Haase
Dow

Fall 2020 (San 
Francisco)

SHADOW SHADOW SHADOW

Spring 2021
(San Antonio)

LEAD SHADOW SHADOW

Fall 2021 (Atlanta) SUPPORT LEAD SHADOW

Spring 2022 (San 
Diego)

SUPPORT SUPPORT,  
Chair

LEAD SHADOW

Fall 2022(Chicago) LEAD SUPPORT,
Chair

SUPPORT SUPPORT

Spring 2023 
(Indianapolis)

SUPPORT,
Chair

SUPPORT SUPPORT LEAD

Fall 2023 (San 
Francisco)

SUPPORT,
Chair

LEAD SUPPORT SUPPORT

POLY Program 
Chairs Rotation 

Schedule



Team Composition

• Balance of industry/academia/government
– Hayley’s term ended at the end of 2021

• THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!

– Welcome Danniebelle Haase as new Industry 
Representative 

– POLY Program Committee Chair Rotation:
• 2022 – Sara
• 2023 – Rob
• 2024 – Levi
• 2025 - Danniebelle



2021 Review and Report Summary
• 2021- another unprecedented year

– Thanks to Hayley Brown for all of her support at throughout the year

– Key reinforcements -welcome Levi, Danniebelle, and thank you ExComm 
for allowing an expanded team!!!

– Deep heartfelt thanks to Kathy for essential business office integration

• Atlanta hybrid format Meeting
– First hybrid national meeting: live in-person, virtual, and broadcast (in-

person + livestreamed) with a mix of posters (in-person & online 
presentations) with live Q&A
• Many symposia either cancelled or requested to switch to hybrid at last minute

• ACS was able to accommodate those additional A/V requests because the meeting 
footprint was significantly smaller



2021 Review and Report Summary
• Fall “Attendance” values

– POLY meeting presentation final presentation counts:
• 109 Hybrid oral presentations (9 % of meeting total) 
• 91 Virtual oral presentations (3 % of total)
• 15 in-person oral presentations (12 % of total)
• 15 Virtual poster presentation (2 % of total)
• 10 in-person poster presentations (4 % of total)

– 240 POLY member presentations/ 6139 total (4%)
– Dramatically lower than typical meetings, but not unexpected in light of overall 

low meeting attendance due to the Delta variant
– Presentation numbers will not affect the allocation to POLY from ACS



2021 Fall Review and Report Summary

• Fall National Attendance values for POLY → 169 total registrants

Hybrid Registration (in-person & virtual)

Member 66

Student Member 28
Non-Member 0

Student Non-Member 0

Total 94

Virtual Registration ONLY

Member 41

Student Member 32

Non-Member 0

Student Non-Member 2

Total 75

• The new allocation formula for 2021 (will be sent April), passed by Council, does not rely on presentation numbers 

or self reported oral session attendance. 

• The meeting portion of the formula is based on division member registrations at the spring and fall meetings. 

• ACS - objectively and reliably counting with changing/ mixed virtual and in person posters and presentations we 

have now at meetings. 

• Important new factor for divisions: during this period is to attract division members to the meetings (virtual or in 

person registration) with programming and sign-up new division members attending the national meetings. 



Contributions

Philadelphia 2020- cancelled



Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers
Dana Garcia, Yongfu Li, Ferenc 

Horkay, 

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science 
Wei Gao, Mike Minkler, James 

Bohling, 
ACS Macro Letters/Biomacromolecules/Macromolecules Young Investigator Award Jitesh Soares, Paulomi Majumder

2020 Mark Scholars Senior Award in honor of Karen Winey (rescheduled) Edwin Thomas & Hayley Brown
2020 Mark Scholars Award in honor of Luis Campos (rescheduled) Craig Hawker, E.J. Meijer

Herman F. Mark Award in honor of Kristi Anseth Nicholas Peppas, Jeffrey Hubbell,
Overberger International Prize in Honor of Zhenan Bao Julie Pollak, Jinsang Kim

Young Industrial Polymer Scientist Award in honor of Victoria Piunova
Jim Hedrick

DSM Science  & Technology Award Judith Gorp-Van, Benthem-Van)
Henkel Outstanding Graduate Research in Polymer Chemistry (PMSE co-sponsored) in 

honor of Austin Evans Mahesh Mahanthappa, Will Dichtel

Structure to Function in Supramolecular Polymers and Materials (from San Antonio)
John Matson, Pol Besenius, 

Roxanne Kieltyka

Circular Economy of Polymers
Dimitris Collias, Martin James, John 

Layman

Fourth CME NASA Symposium: Chemistry for Resilient Human Space Exploration
George Rodriguez, Mike Meador, 
Ksenia Takhistov, Robert Nolan

Atlanta– Fall 2021

Meeting Theme: The Resilience of Chemistry
MPPG Contacts: David Heldebrant & Joe Pickel (name) = Awards committee contact person(s)



Recognizing Organizers

• Organizer Pins and Care Packages well received and will 
continue in 2022.
– Come pick up at POLY desk if in San Diego
– Reach out to Kathy (kathyl@vt.edu) if you won’t be in San Diego 

and want yours mailed to you

• Recognition of organizers with slide at POLY/ PMSE plenary 
and awards ceremony Wednesday evening. 

• Thank you to organizers and presiders for your time and 
efforts for POLY symposia!!!

mailto:kathyl@vt.edu


Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers Ferenc Horkay, Yongfu Li

Undergraduate Research in Polymer Science 
Sarah Morgan, Heather Broadhead, Sergei 

Nazarenko

Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research
H.N. Cheng, Christine Coltrain, Christopher 

Ellison, Timothy Long, Emily Wilts

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science 
Michael Liu, Michael Minkler, Hayley Brown, 

Manesh Sekharan
Ralph M. Hirschmann Award in Peptide Chemistry in honor of Samuel Stupp Jeffery Hartgerink

ACS award in Polymer Chemistry in honor of Robert Waymouth Geoffrey Coates, Dewi Fernandez
E.V. Murphee Award in Industrial and Engineering Chemistry in honor of Joseph 

DeSimone Catherine Fromen, Kaiwen Hsiao
Paul J. Flory Polymer Education Award in honor of Timothy Long Ann Fornof, Robert Allen

From Staudinger Macromolecules to the Genome of Macromolecules Virgil Percec, Michael Klein
Translational Polymer Research Carmen Scholz, Tim Long

Sustainability in the Plastics Economy: Bonding Circularity and Innovation
Michael Mazzotta, Katrina Knauer, Eleftheria 

Roumeli
Incorporating Polymer Science into the Classroom Sarah Morgan, Heather Broadhead

50 Years of Polymer Science and Engineering at Southern Miss Yoan Simon, Sarah Morgan
Engineering Functionality into Bio(mimetic) Polymers Abigail Knight, Allie Obermeyer

Virtual Graduate Students Symposium in Asia-Pacific Region on Polymer Chemistry Yanli Feng, Chunxiao Zheng, Jia Tang

San Diego– Spring 2022

Meeting Theme: Bonding Through Chemistry



Hybrid San Diego – Spring 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

AM Hybrid

8AM-12PM

From Staudinger 

Macromolecules to the 

Genome of Macromolecules

From Staudinger Macromolecules 

to the Genome of 

Macromolecules

From Staudinger Macromolecules 

to the Genome of 

Macromolecules

Translational Polymer Research Industrial Innovations in 

Polymer Science

50 Years of Polymer Science 

and Engineering at Southern 

Miss

Ralph M. Hirschmann Award in 

Peptide Chemistry in honor of 

Samuel Stupp

Paul J. Flory Polymer Education 

Award in honor of Timothy Long

ACS award in Polymer Chemistry in 

honor of Robert Waymouth

General Topics

PM Hybrid

2PM-6PM

From Staudinger 

Macromolecules to the 

Genome of Macromolecules

From Staudinger Macromolecules 

to the Genome of 

Macromolecules

From Staudinger Macromolecules 

to the Genome of 

Macromolecules

E.V. Murphee Award in Industrial and 

Engineering Chemistry in honor of 

Joseph DeSimone

50 Years of Polymer Science 

and Engineering at Southern 

Miss

Ralph M. Hirschmann Award in 

Peptide Chemistry in honor of 

Samuel Stupp

Translational Polymer Research ACS award in Polymer Chemistry in 

honor of Robert Waymouth

AM In-Person 

8AM-12PM

Engineering Functionality into 

Bio(Mimetic) Polymers

Excellence in Graduate Polymer 

Research

Excellence in Graduate Polymer 

Research

Incorporating Polymer Science into 

the Classroom

General Topics General Topics General Topics General Topics

--

Industrial Developments in 

Polyolefin Macromolecular 

Design

Undergraduate Research in 

Polymer Science

Sustainability in the Plastics 

Economy: Bonding Circularity and 

Innovation

PM In-Person 

2PM-6PM

Engineering Functionality into 

Bio(Mimetic) Polymers

Excellence in Graduate Polymer 

Research

Excellence in Graduate Polymer 

Research

Incorporating Polymer Science into 

the Classroom

General Topics General Topics General Topics General Topics

-- --

Undergraduate Research in 

Polymer Science

Sustainability in the Plastics 

Economy: Bonding Circularity and 

Innovation

AM Virtual -- --

PM Virtual

3PM-7PM

General Topics

--

EVE Virtual

5PM-9PM

Virtual Graduate Students 

Symposium in Asia-Pacific 

Region on Polymer Chemistry

Virtual Graduate 

Students Symposium in 

Asia-Pacific Region on 

Polymer Chemistry

7-9 pm POSTERS7-9 pm Sci-Mix

6 pm Plenary & Awards 

(PMSE host year)



Symposium Title Symposium Organizer
General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers Yongfu Li, Ferenc Horkay, Dana Garcia

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science 
Hayley Brown, Michael Petr, Daniel 

Abede
Henkel Outstanding Graduate Research in Polymer Science and Engineering (PMSE session/POLY co-

sponsored)
ACS Macro Letters/Biomacromolecule/Macromolecules Young Investigator Paulomi Majumder, Jitesh Soares

Industrial Polymer Scientist Award in honor of Margaret Sheridan Brett Krull, Cristina Thomas
2022 Mark Scholar Young Award in honor of Zachary Hudson Hayley Brown

2022 Mark Scholar Award in honor of Kate Beers
Eric Lin, Chris Stafford, Chris Soles 

(NIST)
2022 Mark Scholar Senior Award in honor of Marc Hillmyer Tim Lodge

2022 ACS Award in Applied Polymer Science in honor of Prof. Richard Kaner (PMSE session/POLY co-
sponsored) Prof. John Reynolds, Prof. Yue Wang 

Next-generation synthesis and structure for pi-conjugated polymers Nag Gavvalapalli
Green Polymer Chemistry and Sustainability HN Cheng, Richard Gross

Dynamic Covalent and Supramolecular Polymer Networks Svetlana Morozova
Characterization of Sustainable Polymers Yujing Tan (ytan@dow.com)

Federally Funded Research for Polymer Circularity
Kate Peretti (DOE), Kate Beers (NIST), 

Christy Payne (NSF)

Circular Economy of Polymers 
Dimitris Collias, (P&G) James Martin, 

Yujing Tan 

Design of Polymers Toward Upcycling
Tomonori Saito, Brent Summerlin, Julia 

Kalow

Chicago – Fall 2022 (Aug 21-25)
M

e
e

ti
n

g 
Th

e
m

e
: 

Su
st

ai
n

ab
ili

ty
 in

 a
 C

h
an

gi
n

g 
W

o
rl

d



Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

ACS Award (will know fall 2022 if any awardees from POLY) 
Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science 

General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers Li, Horkay
Undergraduate Research in Polymer Science 

Carl S Marvel Award for Creative Polymer Chemistry
Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research
POLY/PMSE Plenary Speaker (POLY’s pick) Haase, Orski, Mathers, Moore

Large Polymers the Size of Small Polymers
Julia Pribyl Ham, Matt Golder, 

Yutan Getzler, AJ Boydston
Bridging cellulosics and polymers TBD (working with Danniebelle)

Indianapolis – Spring 2023

Meeting Theme: Crossroads of Chemistry

By Fall 2022 – POLY Programming will select and confirm awards plenary speakers for 

Spring and Fall 2023

We are currently soliciting additional ideas for Indy symposia –

We’re looking for enthusiastic organizers (novice and veteran) to organize around the 

“crossroads of chemistry” theme and other relevant topics in our community!



Concepts to Support Diversity in Organizers/Presenters in POLY
Our awardees, plenary speakers, invited speakers, and organizers at our meetings and 
workshops should be inclusive and represent the diversity that we want to see in POLY

Should reflect underrepresented people(s), institutions, educational tracks, and career levels

What we are doing:
Reaching out for guidance, resources, and to keep consistent with efforts within ACS committees/divisions: 
Committee on Minority Affairs, WCC, YCC, Chemists with Disabilities, TECH

Working with Board/ ExComm to develop and action plan AND determine benchmarking, success, and 
accountability metrics

Looking at past data to determine where POLY currently is (baseline)

Discussing how highlighting the achievements of a larger breadth of POLY membership will help with crosscutting 
goals (student recruitment, new POLY volunteers, etc.)

What you can do to help:
Tell us about the great work people in POLY you know are doing that may not be getting recognized through 
traditional channels

Nominate those people for awards

Feedback and advice is critical to we understand what work we need to do and where we can improve



Concepts to Support Diversity in Organizers/Presenters in POLY
Programming Team Would like to Continue DEIR Efforts in 2022 by:

Conducting a listening session– understand perspective and needs of our membership, build 

rapport with member stakeholders, summarize key learnings and concerns for POLY leadership

Recruit volunteers among membership such as

• Colleagues who have expressed interest in helping

• Spring 2021 Symposium Honorees “Celebrating Underrepresented Groups in Polymer 

Science”

• Student Chapters

Summarize Key Learnings & Questions for POLY Leadership

• add and support successful diversity efforts in the division

• determine best course of action to expand POLY efforts that will foster scientific and 

member engagement

• foster additional membership within POLY

Interested in participating? Email Sara Orski (sara.orski@nist.gov) to get updates on the planning and date/time/location

mailto:sara.orski@nist.gov


Helpful Links and More Information

• https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/

• https://polyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Guidelines-for-
symposia-organizers-and-chairs.pdf

• https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-
networks/td/manuals/future-meeting-deadlines.html

• https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/programming-
resources/symposia-organizers.html

https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/
https://polyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Guidelines-for-symposia-organizers-and-chairs.pdf
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/td/manuals/future-meeting-deadlines.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/programming-resources/symposia-organizers.html

