
POLY Workshops
Marc Hillmyer: Workshop Chair

Committee:  Gobet Advincula, Elizabeth Elacqua, Mike Hickner, Joe Mabry, Jena McCollum, Rakesh Nambiar, and Yongping Zha



Location selected for 2023

• University of Michigan

2

1. Penn State, 1994
2. VA Tech, 1996
3. University of Akron, 1998
4. Southern Mississippi Univ., 2000
5. Lehigh, 2003
6. UMASS, 2005
7. UT Knoxville, 2007
8. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2010.
9. Case Western Reserve University, 2012.
10. Louisiana State Univ., 2014
11. University of Akron, 2016
12. University of Minnesota, 2018
13. Virginia Tech (virtual), 2021

National Graduate Research Polymer Conference (NGRPC)
POLY’s role
• Workshop Committee reviews proposals 

biennially to select a hosting university. POLY 
Exec approves committee recommendations.

• Sponsorship

Previously

https://ngrpc2023.engin.umich.edu/



FYI: New proposal forms created by committee in 2021
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2022 Budget

Approved
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In Out In Out

22 Colloids 25,000 40,000 -15,000 19,907 34,914 -15,007
22 Fuel cells 65,000 50,000 15,000 59,130 43,333 15,797
22 Fire & polymers 75,000 60,000 15,000 59,597 45,482 14,115
22 Polyolefins 75,000 50,000 25,000 83,977 72,160 11,817
22 Nanotechnology 65,000 50,000 15,000 34,782 41,185 -6,403
22 Biomed 65,000 50,000 15,000 47,878 36,527 11,351
23 Future events 8,000 -8,000 751 7393 -6,642
Credit card charges 5,500 -5,500 3,844 -3,844
2022 Virtual re-
broadcasts from 
workshops

1,100 100 1,000 0 0

Colloids ACS symp 
spendout -7,000 7,000 -7,000

Fire and Polymers ACS 
symp spendout -6,000 6,000 -6,000

Increased wages 10,000 -10,000 400 -400
Totals 371,100 336,600 34,500 306,022 298,238 7,784

Final

ACS National Meeting
Pandemic Spendout
Accounting Shift



• Polymer Colloids (19 – 22 Feb 2022)
• Wei Gao (Dow), John Tsavalas (UMH)

• Polymers for Fuel Cells, Energy Storage, and Conversation (15 – 18 May 
2022)

• Brian Benicewicz (Univ. SC), Tom Zawodzinski (UTK), Mike Hickner 
(Penn St.)

• Fire and Polymers (5-8 June 2022)
• Jaime Grunlan (Texas A&M), Alexander Morgan (U. Dayton Res. Inst.)

• Advances in Polyolefins (18 – 21 Sept 2022)
• Jerzy Klosin (Dow), Rick Register (Princeton), Ken Wagener (U. FL), Pal 

Arjunan (Eureka-GlobalChem), Joao Soares (U. Alberta)

• Polymers and Nanotechnology (16 – 19 Oct 2022)
• Rick Laine (UM), Jaime Grunlan (Texas A&M)

• Polymers in Medicine and Biology (28 November – 1 December 2022)
• Theresa Reineke (UMN), Buddy Ratner (Univ. Washington)
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Hybrid experience
28 on site attendees 
23 virtual

(15,007)
82 on site attendees 
$15,797

88 on site attendees
$14,115

84 on site attendees
$11,817

35 on site attendees
(6,403)

70 on site attendees 
$11,351



2023 Budget

Proposed
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In Out Bal
22 Biomed 5,743 5,743 0

23 Fluoropolymer 67,000 50,000 17,000

23 Sustainable 55,000 40,000 15,000

23 Controlled 75,500 60,000 15,500

23 Data 0 0 0

23 Future events 8,000 -8,000

Credit card 
charges

5,000 -5,000

Totals 371,100 336,600 34,500



2023 approved/rescheduled
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Approved and 
contracted

Fluoropolymer

Org: Iacono, Ameduri, McCullum

June 18 - 21 2023 – Embassy Suites Denver Downtown
Approved and 

contracted
Sustainable Polymers

Org: Hillmyer, Epps, Robertson

October 15 - 18, 2023 – Safety Harbor Resort and Spa
Approved and 

contracted
Controlled Radical Polymerization
Org: Sumerlin, Matyjazewski, Nikolov, Gao

November 12 - 15, 2023 – The Mills House Charleston
Approved but not 

contracted
Polymers in Data Science
Org: Olsen, Beers, Audus

December – Annapolis, MD
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2024 Workshops: Approved and proposed

Approved and hotel 
negotiations starting

Advancing protection

Org: Forster, Am. Forster, Dennis

May 2024  – San Diego/or similar

PROPOSED TO 
EXEC

Polymer Colloids

Org: Gao, Tsavalas

Jan/Feb 2024  – San Diego or similar
PROPOSED TO 

EXEC
Fire and Polymers

Org: J. Grunlan, Morgan

Sept/Oct 2024 – San Antonio, TX
PROPOSED TO 

EXEC
Advances in Polyolefins

Org: Klosin, Register, Wagener, Soares

September 2024 – Northern, CA
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2025 Workshops

Approved but not 
contracted

Polymer Upcycling and Circularity

Org: Helms, Korley, Knauer

February 2025  – Napa, CA

PROPOSED TO EXEC Fuel Cells

Org: Hickner, Zawodzinski, Benicewicz

May 2025  – Northern CA
PROPOSED TO EXEC Silicon-Containing Polymers and Composites

Org: Furgal, team building

Dec 2025  – CA or GA



Proposal to Executive Committee
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• Cancel ” Polymers in Data Science” – Great topic, great organizers. However, organizers too far behind
and somewhat low level of responsiveness. Low confidence in having
a highly successful workshop. New workshop person would not have to contract.

• Approve Colloids Give organizers one more chance to succeed in a non (we hope) COVID
environment

3 workshops in 2023

4 workshops in 2024

• Approve Fire in Polymers Grunlan is highly confident about the success of this meeting and is 
highly motivated to succeed based on his confident predictions of high success

• Approve Advances in Polyolefins Great chance of success based on history and motivated organizers

• Approve Fuel Cells Be sure to keep on organizers to push for high attendance and be broad in 
their thinking about scope

• Approve Silicon I am confident about this one. Organizers are highly motivated

3 workshops in 2025

Focus on promotion, fund raising, advertising, and speaker line-up to make all 10 in the next 3 years big successes!
Consider free registration, free travel to 2 students of organizers to help with logistics on-site
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