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Overview
• 2023 Review

– Review of 2023 POLY at ACS National Meeting – Indianapolis
• Upcoming National Meetings

– Program plans and specific needs (& leads)
• Fall 2023 – Sara Orski
• Spring 2024 – Levi Moore
• Fall 2024 – Danniebelle Haase
• Spring 2025 – Julia Kalow
• How YOU can get involved!

• Future of POLY Programming 
– Team composition & new academic program chair
– Programing Committee Workshop



2023 Spring Review and Report Summary
Overview of Spring POLY meeting presentations in Indianapolis

• Oral presentations
• 278 in-person (6.3 % of ACS)
• 121 hybrid (4.0 % of ACS)
• 36 virtual (6.3 % of ACS)

• Poster presentations
• 94 in-person (2.9 % of ACS)
• 12 virtual (3.6 % of ACS)

• Brief comparison of POLY and ACS presentations

Year Total POLY Total ACS % POLY
Spring 2023 541 11510 4.7

Fall 2022 537 9120 6
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Contributions

Philadelphia 2020- cancelled, Spring 2021 Virtual meeting did not collect division-level stats. 



Symposium Title (Submitted, IAB) Symposium Organizers
Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science M. Petr, L. Murdock, S. Venkatram

Simulation and data science approaches to design biologically relevant polymers 
and their applications L. Bishop, C. Lipscomb

Big Data in Polymer Chemistry A. Knight, A. Gormley, D. Audus, B. Olsen, A. 
Osmani, K. Aou

Circular Economy of Polymers D. Collias, M. James, Y. Tan, K. Knauer

Chemical Recycling and Upcycling of Polymers T. Saito, B. Sumerlin, B. Helms, 
M. Dadmun, B. Long, 

Polymers for Defense Applications A. Savage, P. Zarras, T. Pruyn, D. Poree, A. 
Lonnecker

Biorelated Polymers (in honor and memory of Dr. Ray Ottenbrite) C. Scholz, J. Kressler, K. Uhrich, S. Sydlik
Polymer Mechanochemistry H.-A. Klok, R. Göstl, J. Moore, A. Herrmann, 

Natural Polymers - A Back to the Future Approach to Deal with Plastics Issues W. Gao, J. Wang
6th CME NASA Symposium: Advancing Materials for Space Exploration G. Rodriguez, K. Takhistov

General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers  
J. Kalow, F. Horkay, Y. Li General Topics: New concepts in polymer characterization

General Topics: Ultrahigh molecular weight and network polymers
Virtual Graduate Student Symposia in Asia-Pacific Region on Polymer Chemistry Y. Feng, S. Liu, J. Tang, C. Zheng

Meeting Theme: Harnessing the Power of Data
San Francisco – Fall 2023

Coordinating with PMSE and BIOT at this meeting – co-located in Marriott Marquis

Sara Orski



AWARD - Symposium Title Symposium Organizers

The Herman Mark Award in Honor of Robert Waymouth J. Hedrick

ACS Macro Letters/Biomacromolecules/Macromolecules 
Young Investigators Award: Athina Anastasaki & Dominik Konkolewicz

P. Majumder, S. Lecommandoux, M. 
Hillmyer, S. Rowan  

Charles G. Overberger International Prize for Excellence in Polymer
Research in Honor of Uli B. Wiesner J. Kim, J. Pyun 

Young Industrial Polymer Scientists Award (YIPS) in Honor of Hayley Brown O’Leary, C.L.P. Shan 

ACS Award in Pure Chemistry in Honor of Julia Kalow A. Boydston, E. Sletten 
Henkel Award for Outstanding Graduate Research in Polymer Science & 

Engineering in Honor of C. DelRe J. Kramer, C. Paul

POLY/ PMSE Award and Plenary – H.N. Cheng S. Orski, D. Hasse, L. Moore, J. Kalow, K. 
Mitchem 

San Francisco – Fall 2023
Meeting Theme: Harnessing the Power of Data

POLY AWARD SYMPOSIA

A 1-PAGE GRID IS AT THE POLY BOOTH 

Sara Orski





New Orleans – Spring 2024
Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

Undergraduate Research in Polymer Science S. Morgan, H. Broadhead, S. Nazarenko

Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research C. Coltrain, J. Self, C. Ellison, T. Long, 
K. Heifferon

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science H. Brown, J. Ting
Polymer Industry in the Southern U.S.: Global Impact, Local Flavor A. Fogel, M. Shete

Paul J. Flory Polymer Education Award

Polymer binders in highly filled systems B. Brettmann, J. Kalman, J. McCollum,
 A. Savage, L. Moore

Structure to Function in Supramolecular Polymers and Materials J. Matson, P. Besenius, R. Kieltyka
Nonlinear chemical phenomena in polymeric systems J. Pojman, A. Taylor

Incorporating Polymer Science into the Classroom S. Morgan, H. Broadhead
Bioinspired Coacervates: Fundamental Studies and Applications Joy

Advances in Ring-Opening Polymerizations/Ring-Closing 
Depolymerizations J. Kennemur, J. Wang, Y. Getzler, H. Sun

Many flavors of Polymer Chemistry for 3D Printing C. Wang, S. Laguizamon, J. Foster
General Topics: New Synthesis and Characterization of Polymers J. Kalow, F. Horkay, Y. Li

Meeting Theme: The Many Flavors of Chemistry

Levi Moore

POLY/PMSE Award & Plenary – PMSE Choice in even years



Denver – Fall 2024
Meeting Theme: Elevating Chemistry

Danniebelle Haase Recruiting 
Symposia & 
Organizers!

Symposium Title Symposium Organizer

Mark Scholars Young Award Alan Hopkins (awards committee)  & 
awardee designee (TBD) 

Mark Scholars Award ibid.
Mark Scholars Senior Award ibid.

Industrial Polymer Scientist Award ibid.
Henkel Award for Outstanding Graduate Research in Polymer Science & Engineering ibid.

ACS Macro Letters/Biomacromolecules/Macromolecules Young Investigator Award P. Majumder, S. Lecommandoux, M. 
Hillmyer, S. Rowan  

Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science H. Brown, J. Ting

Advancing Protection Through Materials Design Amanda Forster, Joseph M. Dennis, Aaron 
Forster

Pushing the Limits of Macromolecular Architecture Adrian Figg, Craig Hawker, Brent Sumerlin
Climbing Macromolecular Ladders: Elevating the Design, Synthesis, Properties, and 

Applications of Ladder Polymers L. Fang, Y. Xia, F. Ishiwari, T. Ikai

Polymer Sustainability: Renewable feedstocks and eco-friendly synthetic strategies C. Wang, C. Jenkins, D. Alzate-Sanchez
Phosphorus-Containing Polymers F. Wurm, & TBD

Advances in Fluorine-Containing Polymers and Composites S. Iacono, A. Jennings
General Topics J. Kalow, Y. Li, F Horkay

POLY/PMSE Award & Plenary – PMSE Choice in even years



San Diego – Spring 2025
Meeting Theme: TBD

Julia Kalow
Recruiting 

Symposia & 
Organizers!

Symposium Title Symposium Organizer
Industrial Innovations in Polymer Science H. Brown, J. Ting
Excellence in Polymer Graduate Research Alan Hopkins (awards committee)  & awardee 

designee (TBD) 
Undergraduate Research in Polymer Science ibid.
Carl S. Marvel Creative Polymer Chemistry ibid.

Molecule to Material Insights in Polymer Networks R. Klausen, A. Nelson, S. Craig
Modern Approaches to Post-Polymerization Modification A. Teator, J. Brantley, R. B. Moor, B. Sumerlin

General Topics Newest program chair , Y. Li, F. Horkay

POLY/ PMSE Award and Plenary D. Hasse, Moore, J. Kalow, K. Mitchem



How to Get Involved with Programming
• Timeline for symposia planning
 -Typically planning 1 to 1.5 years in advance
• SF meeting abstracts open until April 4th
• Soliciting proposals for New Orleans (Spring 2024)
• https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/
• Deadlines have been shifting, so check the live ACS website or 

ask us!
• Model is coach (Programing Chair) and players (Symposium 

Organizers) working together
• Coach’s job is to help you with ACS broadly- come ask us for 

help directly!
• Symposia Planning is currently active for: New Orleans (Spring 

2024), Denver (Fall 2024), and San Diego (Spring 2025)

https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/


Date (Location) Sara Orski
NIST

Levi Moore
AFRL

Danniebelle Haase
Dow

Julia Kalow
Northwestern 

Spring 2022 (San Diego) SUPPORT  LEAD SHADOW

Fall 2022(Chicago) SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT

Spring 2023 (Indianapolis) SUPPORT SUPPORT LEAD SHADOW

Fall 2023 (San Francisco) LEAD SUPPORT SUPPORT SHADOW

Spring 2024 (New Orleans) CONSULT LEAD SUPPORT SUPPORT

Fall 2024 (Denver) SUPPORT LEAD SUPPORT

Spring 2025 (San Diego) CONSULT SUPPORT LEAD

POLY Programming 
Team Rotation



New Initiatives

• Knowledge continuity in business office/ program chair liaison 
(Thanks Kathy!) & with Excom (2023, Dawanee Poree)

• Programming event to thank current organizers, reporting out 
on Programming, and recruiting new organizers
– Recognition paths
– Reporting paths
– Recruitment paths

• Programming Workshop of Best Practices – July 2023



POLY Programming Workshop
Discussion Phase: gather best practices of several past program chairs (PC)
Questions discussed at workshop:

1. What works well in POLY programming?

2. What can be improved? What’s not working?

3. What are some ideas you have that would help POLY innovate with regards to programming? 

4. What would have been helpful for you to know as a new program chair that you’d want to share with future program 
chairs?

5. What were some of the best technical symposia that you programmed?  Why were they successful?

6. What have you observed makes the community eager to present in POLY?  What helps motivate you to present?  What 
helps students and early career chemists present?

7. Special topic on innovation within general topics symposia

Findings and best practices will be summarized in growing POLY Program Chair Guidebook - an ongoing 
document summarizing findings of workshop and addition input by champions



POLY Programming Workshop
For business meeting presentation only



POLY Programming Workshop

– Summary Slides and Outline shared as attachment 
– Program Chair Guidebook is an ongoing document summarizing findings of workshop and 

addition input by section champions (below) 

For business meeting presentation only



Helpful Links and More Information

https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/

https://polyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Guidelines-for-
symposia-organizers-and-chairs.pdf

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-
networks/td/manuals/future-meeting-deadlines.html

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/programming-
resources/symposia-organizers.html

https://polyacs.org/symposium-proposal-online-form/
https://polyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Guidelines-for-symposia-organizers-and-chairs.pdf
https://polyacs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Guidelines-for-symposia-organizers-and-chairs.pdf
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/td/manuals/future-meeting-deadlines.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/td/manuals/future-meeting-deadlines.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/programming-resources/symposia-organizers.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/programming-resources/symposia-organizers.html
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