
1 

Advances In Polyolefins 

Conference 

Polyolefins: A Global Overview 
Howard Rappaport 

September , 2011 

 



Copyright © 2011 IHS Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

IHS Capabilities  

IHS is the leading information company with comprehensive 

content, insight and expert analysis in key areas shaping 

todayôs global business landscape, including: 

Advancing Decisions that Advance the World  

Energy & 

Power 
Design & 

Supply Chain 
Defense, Risk 

& Security 
EHS & 

Sustainability  

Country & 

Industry 

Forecasting 

Commodities, 

Pricing & Cost 
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IHS ï Who We Are 

Å We are over 5,500 people, in 40 countries, speaking 50 languages ï  

all working each day to: 

ÅServe businesses and all levels of governments worldwide 

ÅRanging from 80% of Global Fortune 500 to small businesses 

ÅCustomers in 180 countries 

ÅProvide comprehensive content, software and expert analysis  

and forecasts 

ÅCustomers around the world use our products and services to make 

faster and more confident decisions. 

 

Advancing Decisions that Advance the World  
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Enhancing Our Consulting Capability for the 

Chemicals & Plastics Industry 

Consulting Capabilities 
At IHS, we leverage an unmatched combination of 
information, insight, and expertise to effect the powerful 
transformation of data into knowledge and value. Our 
combined capabilities empower you to solve your greatest 
strategic and operational challenges. It's what distinguishes 
IHS Consulting in the global marketplace and provides a 
greater, lasting value to your organization. 
 
The combined products and services of the successful 
acquisitions of Cambridge Energy Research Associates, 
Global Insight, SRI ConsultingΣ WŀƴŜΩǎΣ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ 
Fairplay, Harriman Chemsult, Chemical Week and now CMAI, 
enhance this capability ς giving customers access to 
solutions to navigate the complex business challenges they 
face every day, all from a single source: IHS. 
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The Worldôs Economic Expansion Has Slowed 
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A Two-Speed World Economyé 

Advanced Countries 

ÅSlow economic growth 

ÅHigh fiscal deficits and 

debt 

ÅMild inflation 

ÅPolicy interest rates near 

zero 

ÅReal currency depreciation 

ÅRisk: stagnation 

Emerging Markets 

ÅRapid economic growth 

ÅLow, manageable debt 

levels 

ÅModerate or high inflation 

ÅRising interest rates 

ÅReal currency appreciation 

ÅRisk: overheating 
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Crude Oil and Natural Gas Prices Have Diverged 
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Any of these 

factors can, 

and will 

influence 

priceé 

ÅCost / Feedstocks 

ÅRaw Material Prices 

ÅOperating Costs 

ÅSupply/Demand & Trade 

ÅUtilization Rates 

ÅLoss of Available Capacity (outages) 

ÅInventory Trends (resin, finished goods, etc.) 

ÅExports / Imports (resin, finished goods, etc.) 

ÅOther Dynamics 

ÅPerception / Anticipation of New Capacity 

ÅDesire for Market Share 

ÅPrices of Competitive Materials 

ÅMarket Leadership  

ÅMarket Momentum  

ÅNatural Disasters / Political Turmoil 

 
 

 

What Impacts Resin Prices 



Copyright © 2011 IHS Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Energy Base Chemicals 
  Plastic Pellets 

Volatile Energy Prices Impact The Chain 

Durables & Non- Durables 
Consumers Retail 

Energy Price Fluctuations 
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Global Plastics Consumption 2010 
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2010 World Polymer Demand = 190 Million Metric Tons  



Ethylene & Polyethylene 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


